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August 2020 
  
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
  
Welcome back to school! Of course one year ago I would not have ever thought that we would be 
opening school under a pandemic. COVID-19 has certainly changed how we deliver instruction; 
however, it has not changed our commitment to providing the best learning experiences for our county’s 
children. As I hope you are aware, the safety and well-being of our staff and students is my utmost 
priority. That is why we are starting school this year in a modified format that enables us to social 
distance while also having in-person instruction.  
 
Your teachers and administrators have been working for much of the summer on developing learning 
activities that can be delivered both in person and online. This year we will be using the CANVAS 
learning management system for both online and in person instruction. Remember, back in the olden 
days (last year) when we handed students paper for tests and assignments? Well now the assignments 
are in the cloud and can be accessed from anywhere. I guess the old excuse of “the dog ate my 
homework” will no longer apply. We are excited that CANVAS will give our students and parents one 
platform to use and it will offer a better medium of consistent communication between our families and 
their school.  
 
We are looking forward to continuing our extra-curricular and athletic competitions. Of course, we must 
do so safely and will be working with the Virginia High School League (VHSL) to make sure our 
programs are safe for our students, staff and spectators. 
 
Last June the high school held an unprecedented week-long graduation where families individually came 
into the auditorium to receive their graduate’s diploma; all while practicing social distancing.  
  
One thing that this pandemic has taught us is that in order to be successful, we have to work together as 
strong partners as we educate our children. Teachers have never been able to do it alone without help 
from their students’ families. Parents were never meant to lead the instruction. Our teachers are the 
certified experts in organizing and providing the instruction; however, we do rely on our parents and 
guardians to partner with teachers to make sure that independent assignments are being done while 
away from the school classroom. Our families will also be critical in ensuring that their child comes to 
school healthy and ready to learn. We are asking that daily health screening be done before sending 
your child to school. If all families promote social distancing, wearing face coverings and frequently wash 
hands, we can all do our part to contain the virus and help prevent outbreaks. 
 
I know times have been tough and it is easy to get discouraged; however, we have always been able to 
come together as the Franklin County community - It’s who we are! I look forward to having all of our 
students back in the classroom as soon as possible, and I look forward to joining you in the stands to 
cheer on the Eagles. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns; however, please know that your 
child’s teacher and school principal are always ready to assist you as well. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
W. Mark Church, Ph.D. 
Division Superintendent 
  
Follow us on Facebook | https://www.facebook.com/FranklinCountyPublicSchools 


